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“In order to compete with the quality and prices of 
imports,companies can contribute to the overall direction 
by replacing outdated and inefficient primary processing 
machinery.Start smart, and the rest will follow.
In 2018, Wood-Mizer is releasing several lines of products, plus 
rebranding existing product lines for consistency.”

Mr. Bobby Ruban Joseph 
Country Manager
Wood-Mizer India

1. 2018 is bringing in the news 

of many industrial spheres where 

we as a nation are leapfrogging. 

For example: Domestic production 

of Electronics is moving ahead of 

imports for the first time in 2016-17. 

Can we predict a bright future for our 

industry also - a hope that organised 

furniture making sector in India will 

score more than  imported furniture 

on counts of quality?

In order to compete with the 

quality and prices of imports, there 

are a lot of factors at work, obviously. 

From our perspective, companies can 

contribute to the overall direction by 

replacing outdated and inefficient 

primary processing machinery. 

Modern sawmilling technology is 

helping Indian furniture makers reduce 

costs while increasing safety and 

profits. This gives furniture makers the 

flexibility to invest more consideration 

into quality control and assembly of 

products down the production line. 

Start smart, and the rest will follow.

2. Please tell us about your 

participation in INDIAWOOD 2018 

that is : about your Company  

products / new technology that you 

are planning to exhibit.

In 2018, Wood-Mizer is releasing 

several lines of products, plus 

rebranding existing product lines for 

consistency. Last year brought high-

throughput and wideband TITAN 

sawmilling equipment into Wood-

Mizer’s product offering, and now 

more processing equipment will soon 

be available, in addition to a full range 

of affordable commercial moulders 

and planers.

Company Profile:
Wood-Mizer supports sawmillers in 

India with local sales and service support 
for thin-kerf sawmills, resaws, and log 
processing lines that reduce operational 
costs and boost profits. In 2017, Wood-
Mizer is now supplying wideband 
sawmilling solutions that can produce up 
to 150 cubic metres per shift – Wood-
Mizer TITAN.

PREVIEW 2018 MODERN WOODWORK CELEBRATES 
ANNIVERSARY

TH
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SPECIAL FEATURE

WB2000 Wideband TITAN Sawmill
Wood-Mizer’s knowledge of customer needs in 
international markets has delivered a sawmill that is 
the best that both narrow and wideband technologies 
have to offer.

WB2000 PRO

W
ood-Mizer’s WB2000 features heavy-duty 

construction, low maintenance requirements, 

and efficient operation. The WB2000 uses 

wideband 75 mm blades or 100 mm stellite-

tipped blades. When using 75 mm blades 

(available with 22.22 mm and 28.50 mm tooth spacing) the 

sawmill is especially cost-efficient in terms of blade maintenance 

costs. To ensure the best visibility of the cutting and log handling 

processes we offer an optional live-feed video system with two 

cameras as standard, expandable up to four cameras.

The PRO version of the sawmill uses an automatic PLC 

setworks system, and optionally features adjustable blade speed 

so the operator can change the blade speed depending on the 

species of wood being cut. This option is usually only available 

on more expensive machines, and is key to successfully sawing 

various kinds of wood on the same machine.

The 12-inch touch-screen displays various parameters such 

as the dimensions of the material, current head height, feed 

position and main engine power. To adjust these parameters, 

the operator simply has to use the touch screen to enter new 

settings.

The modern, heavy-duty bed has a log capacity of up to 

6 tonnes. The massive twin C-channel steel beams that make 

up the frame are 400 mm tall by 110 mm wide. All hydraulic 

log handling functions - such as the log clamps, chain turners, 

power rollers, side supports and hold-down clamps - are 

modular, and can be moved to different bunks as needed.

The WB2000 can be used as a standalone sawmill to fully 

process a log, or in addition to an existing business to process 

irregular logs or to produce custom orders that the existing 

equipment is not suited for. Thanks to the various hydraulic 

packages and bed lengths, the sawmill is very versatile. It can 

saw large diameter softwood, hardwood and tropical logs from 

2.4 meters up to 12 meters.
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SPECIAL FEATURE

2017 Product Releases

New products from Wood-Mizer last year included the full TITAN range of wideband and high-throughput 
sawmilling equipment and lines, the LX450 and LX100 twin-rail sawmills, Wood-Mizer TOOLS circular sawblades 
and frame saw blades, and more.

New Products in 2018
The new EG100 twin-blade edger 
gives durable edging at a low price.

Stay tuned! The new and affordable EG100 twin-blade edger is available now. More new products 
are coming in 2018 – workshop and high production moulders, planers and more wood processing 
machines are on their way!

New LX450 twin-rail Wood-Mizer sawmill with increased log capacity at work in Africa
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Gabon Special Economic Zone SA, a joint venture between Republic of 

Gabon, Olam International - Singapore and Africa Finance Corporation, has 

developed a timber focused multiproduct SEZ with an investment of about 

USD 400 Million in Gabon (West Central Africa). Spread over an area of 1126 

Ha at a place called Nkok, about 20km from capital city of Libreville, this SEZ 

is 80% occupied and is ranked as the best woodworking SEZ in Africa.  

We at Modern Woodwork India Edition are pleased to present an educative 

and informative conversation with Jasveer Singh, CEO, Gabon SEZ [Nkok]. M
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COVER ARTICLE 

GABON SPECIAL ECONOMIC    
ZONE [GSEZ] ... a wood working 
paradise at timber source

PREVIEW 2018
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COVER ARTICLE

1. Readers would like to know more about Gabon 

Special Economic Zone SA (GSEZ). Is this a Public 

Private Partnership project? Can you give us a brief 

introduction?

African countries, in last decade, have promoted the idea of 
processing of natural resources within their countries itself so 
as to generate employment and give boost to their economy. 
With the same ideology, Gabonese Republic also banned exports 
of Round Logs raw timber in 2010. Subsequently, Gabonese 
Republic and Olam International Limited came together to form 
a Public Private Partnership entity, Gabon Special Economic 
Zone (GSEZ) SA, in order to provide amenable ecosystem and 
infrastructure for secondary and tertiary processing of timber 
and other natural resources within Gabon. GSEZ SA as its 
flagship project has developed a Special Economic Zone, spread 
over 1126 ha at Nkok (20 Km from the capital city of Libreville). It 
is one of the largest Industrial Park in Sub-Saharan Africa aimed 
to promote sustainable production and processing of timber 
and various other resources in the country. The SEZ at Nkok 
is the outcome of a shared vision of Gabonese Republic and 
Olam to effectively master the transition toward industrialization 

of Gabon. 

Jasveer Singh, CEO, Gabon SEZ [Nkok]

GABON SEZ, NKOK: KEY FIGURES 
1,126 Hectares to help your business grow

600 Hectares fully operational SEZ

44 Million Consumers access via CEMAC 
region

3 Zones - Industrial | Commercial | 
Residential

123 Investors till date from 17 countries

50 Industries under production

28 New industries under construction

1.7 Billion USD Foreign Direct Investment 
(FDI)

3000 Jobs direct & indirect already created

10,000 SEZ potential of generating jobs

2.  SEZ is offered worldwide, also launched by many 

African countries. What sets GSEZ apart from other 

SEZ? Which features have helped GSEZ to attain the 

rank of BEST WOODWORKING SEZ in Africa?

Political, Policy and Economic Stability are the major 

evaluation parameters for any entrepreneur intending to invest 

in a foreign destination and Gabon scores high on all these 

parameters. Gabon is a republic with a presidential form of 

government since its independence in 1960. Since the start 

of economic diversification initiative of the Government 

in 2009, the policies of Republic of Gabon have been very 

stable and favourable to foreign investments. There is no 

currency devaluation risk, which is common to most of African 

countries, since the local currency Franc CFA is  pegged to Euro. 

Furthermore, there are no restrictions no repatriation of profits 

by investors to their home countries or other destinations since 

Gabon has adequate foreign currency reserves on account of 

petroleum exports. These factors have been a differentiator for 

Gabon SEZ when compared to SEZs in other African countries.

PREVIEW 2018
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The top features that have helped our SEZ to attain 

the rank of BEST WOODWORKING SEZ in Africa are:

•	 Enabling world class infrastructure & utilities at reasonable 

price ensuring low production cost

•	 Ease of doing business through single window clearance 

system 

•	 Assurance of raw material at factory gate by GSEZ SA

INVESTORS INTEREST: WHAT YOU 
NEED TO KNOW 
•	 Fiscal incentives to investors [0% 

income tax, 0% Customs, 0% VAT etc.]

•	 Reliable electricity & water at 
subsidized tariff

•	 Single Window Clearance (17 
Government Departments have office 
inside SEZ and ensure all industry 
related approvals at one place)

•	 Quick and easy paperwork

•	 Assured supply of quality wood to 
manufacturers 

•	 Easy Access to loans (working capital)

•	 12 hectares dedicated for the 
manufacturing of luxurious “Made in 
Gabon” furniture

•	 10 000 m3per month  kiln dry facility   

•	 3 000 m2 exhibition space

3.  Gabon’s forests, owned by the state, seem to offer 

a multiple varieties of wood species. Can you tell our 

readers what are the similarities of these species as 

compared to well-known species like Teak/ Mahogany/ 

Rosewood/ Meranti etc.

All forest in Gabon is owned by the state.There are more 

than 60 logging companies who have been offered forest 

concessions for 20 to 25 years to do sustainable logging.  

Gabon Forests offers more than 400 species of trees and out 

of which, 80 species are commercially traded. Few of hardwood 

species available in Gabon and comparable to likes of Teak/ 

Mahogany/ Rosewood/ Meranti are:

•	 Iroko, Beli, Tali and Okan species can be considered as 

alternative species to provide teak like finish. 

•	 Sapelli, Sipo, Acajou, Andoung, Gheombi from Gabon 

are Pinkish Red to Brownish in colour and are similar to 

Genuine Mahogany (Swieteniamacrophylla) in terms of 

colour, appearance & density. These timber species could 

very well serve as an alternative for Mahogany as it is listed 

in CITES Appendix II. 

•	 Padouck is a dark coloured redwood found in Gabon; quite 

similar to Rosewood

•	 Okoumé is quite similar to Meranti in terms of appearance, 

colour and other characteristics and can serve alternative 

to Meranti. 

•	 Dibetou – Tigerwood or African Walnut

4.  Okoumé is called as Pink Gold from Gabon – 

can you tell us more about the uses of this unique 

species in veneer, plywood, furniture manufacturing 

and other uses?

Commercial forest harvesting in Gabon began as early as 

1892, but only in 1913 was Okoumé, Gabon’s most valuable 

wood, introduced to the international market. Gabon supplies 

90% of the world’s Okoumé, known worldwide for the production 

of veneer and plywood. Aucoumeaklaineana (Angouma, 

Gaboon, or Okoumé) is a tree in the family Burseraceae, found 

in Equatorial West Central Africa. Okoumé is a medium-sized 

hardwood tree growing to 30-40 m tall with a trunk diameter in 

the range of 1 to 2.5 meters. Okoumé is recognised as one of 

the world’s best materials for rotary cut veneers and face veneer 

peeled from Okoumé are in high demand in Europe, China and 

USA and its demand is gradually picking up in Asia as well. 

Okoumé veneer provides a consistent colour, texture and good 

durability for outside use. With diminishing supply of Gurjan 

from Myanmar, Okoumé with sustainable supply is a perfect 

replacement for Veneer and Plywood manufacturing. Okoumé 

is often used decoratively as the top surface veneer in panelling 

and furniture or, in solid form in luxury items such as boxes for 

cigars or other high value items (e.g. audio equipment) given its 

attractive appearance. Okoumé timber is easy to work and is as 

suitable for the manufacturing of furniture as for interior joinery. 

Moreover, it is a species of a very even colour, good bonding 
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COVER ARTICLE

performances and good compatibility with finished products. Okoumé as a wood species is homogenous and therefore does not 

require synthetic repairs. The log quality of Okoumé in Gabon is very high. The first grade is normally used for veneer and plywood, 

whereas, the second grade for sawn wood, which still is an excellent quality for the production of sawn timber.Okoumé wood species 

at solid timber stage shows a durability level of Class 4 in accordance with EN 350 – 2.

are extensively used in furniture manufacturing and furniture 

made out of these species is very popular in Asian and American 

markets. Sapelli, Sipo, Acajou, Andoung, Gheombi,similar to 

Mahogany, are suited for luxury and high end furniture and 

joinery. This is the reason for their high demand in Europe and 

USA due to its colour perception. Izombe, Movingui and Bilinga 

have appearance similar to Merbau / Kwila and are suitable for 

furniture as well as joinery and interiors. Wenge,a premier dark 

hardwood, is suitable for contemporary interiors as it blends 

quite well with glass and stainless steel. Due to its dark colour, it 

is well suited for straightline furniture.

Padouck is suitable for outdoor furniture as well as joinery. 

Outdoor flooring, decking and garden furniture made out of it is 

exported to European markets. It is resistant to damage from 

weather elements.

Gabon Veneer SARL Factory in NKOK SEZ

5.  The demand for solid wood lumber is high in India, 

Gulf and Middle East countries. Can you explain as 

to which species are more useful for indoor furniture, 

and which are better suitable for outdoor use like 

making Decking etc.?

Okoumé is a perfect wood species for the air dried & kiln 

dried international Lumber Market. Like Meranti, the “end using” 

markets are the doors & widows frame makers. Also usable 

for interior Furniture, Okoumé has the advantage to be easy 

to process, polish and varnish even with different coloration. 

Okoumé is a very popular species in the Middle East, Europe, 

China& North Africa for sawn timber.

Iroko, Beli, Tali and Okan species are quite popular in 

Middle East and Asia for furniture and joinery. Tali and Okan 

PREVIEW 2018
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6.  How would you ensure that Gabon will not face 

raw material supply shortage? Logistic challenges 

are synonymous with Africa. How will you meet these 

to transport raw material and finished product? 

Gabon’s tropical forest offers enormous possibilities with 

a logging potential of 22 million hectares with an exploitable 

timber stock of 400 million cbm. Gabon strictly follows 

Sustainable Forest Management (SFM) practices which ensures 

natural regeneration of forest and sustainable availability of 

timber. Therefore, we don’t foresee any raw material supply 

shortage for next 100 years and many more years to come for 

timber processing units that are settling in Gabon.

Gabon has far better transport infrastructure than most of 

its peers in Africa. Government has made huge investment in 

last five years to further improve the transport infrastructure. 

Public spending on transportation has averaged FCFA 780 

bn (€1.2bn) per year, or 70% of the state investment budget 

between 2010 and 2015. Gabon’s transport network currently 

includes over 10,500 km road, 670 km of Transgabonais 

Railway line and 3,000 km of navigable inland waterways. 

Therefore, transport infrastructure is not a constraint in Gabon. 

However, we accept that there is a shortage of rolling stock and 

trucking fleet in Gabon and therefore to overcome this logistics 

constraint, GSEZ SA is investing approx. USD 70 Million in 

development of five railway sidings along the Transgabonais 

Railway line and buy four railway engines, 200 wagons and 120 

trucks to ensure smooth transportation of logs from forest to 

five identified railway sidings and further from these railway 

sidings to the SEZ. To ensure adequate supply of logs at these 

five railway sidings, GSEZ SA has tied up with reputed logging/

forest harvesting companies which operate forest concession 

of 3 million hectares in cumulative basis and can supply up to 

2 million cbm per annum logs sustainably. We believe that the 

availability of such logistic infrastructure will not only ensure 

required supply of raw material i.e. logs to units in the SEZ but 

will gradually bring down the price of raw material even though 

the demand for logs will increase in future.

The logistics entity of GSEZ SA is currently operating 84 

flatbed trucks which has resolved the problem of availability of 

trucks to transport finished good containers to port. Currently, all 

units in production are using the road / trucks for transportation 

of finished goods containers to port. With the improvement 

being done at railway siding in the SEZ and deployment of newly 

purchased rolling stock, there would be a modal shift from 

road to rail and cost of inland transportation for finished goods 

containers will eventually go down. Further to add to this, SEZ 

also has barging facility with a capacity to handle two barges 

of 750 tons capacity simultaneously and this directly connects 

to Owendo port through waterways. New Owendo International 

Species
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Port developed by GSEZ has new and better handling 

equipment which will ensure efficient turnaround, gradually 

translating into savings in logistics cost.

7.    What are the challenges that you face and what 

are your plans for the future?

Sustainability, environmental friendly production and check 

on illegal forest harvesting are the key focus area where we 

are currently working closing with Government to formulate 

a centralized system to curb and eradicate the illegal logging 

with the use of latest technology like RFID, GPS to track the 

movement of logs from the point of harvesting to the processing 

site and finally to end point of use. 

For all trade and investment related enquiries, please get in touch with team of GSEZ 
at gsez@olamnet.com or +241 02 00 10 86 / +241 06 00 5666

Okoume Sawn

PREVIEW 2018

“Please visit us at our booth C306, 
Hall 2 (Upper Level) in IndiaWood 
2018 [08-12 March 2018 Bangalore 
International Exhibition Centre 
Bangalore, India]

Please visit us at our booth C306, 
Hall 2 (Upper Level) in IndiaWood 
2018 [08-12 March 2018 Bangalore 
International Exhibition Centre 
Bangalore, India]
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EXPERT ADVICE

Author
Mr. Shanti Mansabdar, a Chartered Engineer,  
has a vast practical knowledge and 40-year experience in wood-based 
industries. His wide range of professional experience include production & 
development of variety of wooden products, from furniture to cabinetry, guitars, 
wooden tiles, etc.

His firm offers consultancy services for new as well as existing woodworking 
factories, along with upgrading & re-engineering programs for the woodworking 
& joinery factories. Low cost automation & elimination of unwanted process  
& solutions to avoid production loss are key  
expert services.

The client list of woodworking & joinery factories extends from Dubai, Qatar, 
Muscat, Kuwait & Saudi Arabia, to Prominent Factories in INDIA.

shanti@woodconconsultants.com
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The two things that Indian furniture factories need to 
produce European quality furniture  
Right Attitude & Mindset to Excel

I had an opportunity to attend the inauguration of a reputed brand of hardware show room in 
Mumbai and was very happy to see superior quality finished furniture displayed there . I thought 
it should have been produced in India, as we have now the same European brand machines, 
hardware, Glues, Edge-bands and what not in our own Indian factories. But to my surprise I was 
told that it was all  imported from Europe. I felt so disappointed and wondered  that in spite of 
having every thing that the European furniture factories have, why we are not able to produce the 
same quality furniture products. We Indians are no less hardworking, we are smart and quick 
responsive. I tried to go in deep and analyze the  reasons behind this dilemma. It did not take 
much time to realize that the only missing factor is right ATTITUDE and a mindset focused to 
excel. Unfortunately in India we live along with “ChaltaHai” attitudeand this is precisely the 
bane of our industry.

TOM DICK HARRY

The picture above is Symbolic for every factory: Tom is the in-charge of customer care, DICK is the in-charge of Quality 
control and Harry is the Production head.

The curse to our Industry: Customer Care does not want to listen to complaints and take these seriously, Quality control does 
not wish to see and salvage what is the root cause of the problem, Production Head does not dare to take action on the persons 
in charge who has caused huge damage to the Company.

The Conclusion: Huge investment on high level machinery by itself cannot guarantee a defect free product. I have listed 
below a few mistakes that generally take place and cause such defects. The production team should establish a fool-proof Quality 
Control mechanism that will care of these and many other possible blunders.
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Blunt tool with hammer marks on the tool holder chuck of CNC Router

Copying wheel with dirt in edge banding machine

T
he following observations 
are generally applicable as 
a rule to almost all Indian 
manufacturers. There are some 
notable glorious exceptions 

but regrettably such achievers are today 
very few in number.   

I have generally observed that 
The manufacturers are happy just in 
selling the furniture. The product is 
seldom checked thoroughly, not only 
for quality, finish but also for the clean 
surface. The customer complaints 
are not taken seriously and attended 
promptly but on the contrary customers 
are avoided and complaints are ignored 
. The customer gets irritated and stops 
calling the company. Most of the times 
the management does not dare to take 
action against the machine operator 
or responsible person for bad quality 
workmanship. All this is happening even 
though we have best mostly  European 
machines, tools and consumables at our 
disposal. 

FAULTY COMBINATION OF 

MACHINES:

Many times it is observed that the 
factories have a mix of performing 
machine ie. one machine is from the 
best brand company with high precision 
where as the others are low  quality and 
poorly performing machines. I could not 
understand the thought / philosophy 
behind doing this. By doing this we 
are inviting  many problems to crop up   
that will cause tensions and result in 
customer complaints. 

TOOLS SELECTION & 

MAINTENANCE:

The other important aspect is that the 
tools are sourced from cheapest supplier 
or poorly re-sharpened. It is observed 
that due to poor re-sharpening of the 

tools results in to un-balancing. This causes vibrations resulting in to rough trimming 
of the edges. One can imagine the outcome of poor quality tooling used along with the 
best machines.  

By hammering the tool holder we damage the shaft resulting in to rough finish that 
will need lots of manual work to finish the parts. I came across factories that have been 
using the same tools for more than six months without sharpening. The feed of the 
machine works on gearbox with high torque hence it pushed the tool in any condition.
Please note The machine noise increases as an alert when  the tool becomes  blunt. But 
unfortunately this alarm is not noted.

Unfortunately some machines are maintained poorly from outside where as some 
from inside as shown the below pictures.
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Veneer Edge banding done on through feed Edge banding machine  

The picture shows the improper 
veneer edge banding done on an 
imported edge-banding machine. This 
requires lots of efforts with man and 
money to make it acceptable. This costs 
lot of money that directly affects the 
profitability and productivity. In order to 
avoid this, there are only few parameters 
that need to be monitored carefully and 
strictly, namely the glue quantity – glue 
temperature – roller pressure – sharp 
trimming tools, efficient dust collection. 
If such points are taken care than there is 
no reason why we should get poor finish 
with all good quality inputs.  

The other most important aspect that is neglected is the Dust collection / attaching right capacity Dust collector to  machines is 
of paramount importance . It should be made clear that dust collection does two important jobs. The first one is the cooling of the 
tool that becomes hot while working thus maintaining the tools sharp for longer time. The second one is to remove the dust – chips 
generated during the working and maintain the work area clean. 

Unfortunately it is seen that the expensive machine’s suction hood sizes are modified to suite the dust collector’s hood size while 
it should be vice versa . It should be noted that the dust collector costs fraction of the main machine. This is done at the high cost of 
the risk of the poor quality and productivity. 

Wide belt sanders dust collection hood modified to suit dust collector

The actual dust collection hood of 
the wide belt sander machine is 200 
mm diameter whereas it is modified 
to 100 mm to suit the dust collector. 
This certainly affects the efficiency and 
working of the machine. This resulted 
in to the damage of the one sanding 
roller of the machine. It should be noted 
that accumulated fine dust particles are 
converted in to hard carbon material 
deposit that malfunctions the sensors - 
setting gauges and affects the working of 
the machine.

A two-year-old glue spreader is seen 
in the below picture. How one can expect 
a good workmanship with this state of 
the machines. The machine was from 
very good brand. Only it needed was the 
attitude to maintain it clean. This displays 
the working culture of the company. If 
one maintains a firm and positive attitude 
than it is quite easy to produce high 
quality finished furniture.
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Machines with dirty outer surface 

If we decide to do a good job and just do not compromise on quality and process 
then it may be complicated initially but in long run it will be very beneficial and time 
saving. In order to avoid the embarrassing situation the responsibilities should be 
allotted to Quality Control Team with a thorough and  strict monitoring and control of 
Top Management.

High Quality furniture produced with nano scale setup

I wish to lay emphasis 
on the fact that 
such  measures 
do not require 
huge investments.   
Practically investment 
level  has nothing to 
do with quality. Any 
unit  with even small 
investment budget  
can go for Nano scale 
setup that can produce 
high quality furniture 
products. The only 
main ingredientsof 
recipe of success are 
RIGHT ATTITUDE and 
MINDSET FOCUSED 
TO EXCEL.

With a firm 
determination and 
attitude we can 
produce furniture 
like shown in the 
picture with very 
little investment. I 
am confident that 
with a huge domestic 
market Indian furniture 
industry will adopt to 
the modern techniques 
and process control 
to develop Furniture 
Giants with Indian 
brand to cater to the 
Global needs.
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INTERVIEW 

Swedish Home Furnishing Major        
IKEA Now in India

Exclusive interview:
Modern Woodwork in conversation with: Sandeep Sanan, New Business Head, IKEA Purchasing, South Asia.

Hej HOME is an exhibition of IKEA products and solutions where future potential customers can experience IKEA 
products before they can actually buy it from its store (in Hyderabad) in spring 2018.

IKEA India:

IKEA has been sourcing from India for over 31 years and today works with close to 50 suppliers in India and 
doing business worth 315 million euros. The team is working on developing new categories like mattress, sofas, 
bookshelves etc. and exploring use of locally available sustainable materials such as bamboo, acacia, eucalyptus 
among others.  

Founded in Sweden in 1943, IKEA is a multinational group of companies that designs and sells ready-to-assemble furniture, 
appliances and home accessories. IKEA owns and operates 400 stores in 49 countries.

IKEA had got FDI approval to set up a retail chain in India in 2013. IKEA has plans to open around 25 stores in India by the end 
of the year 2025. 

Modern Woodwork has brought an Exclusive Interview which comes out as enlightening and informative article 
- the conversations with Sandeep Sanan, New Business Head, IKEA Purchasing, South Asia.
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INTERVIEW 

Sandeep Sanan, New Business Head, 
IKEA Purchasing, South Asia

Sandeep has been with IKEA for over 15 years 
and is currently leading New Business Development 
in South Asia. 

Over the last year, Sandeep along with his team 
have started sourcing various new categories from 
India for Global market. This includes Sofa’s , 
Mattresses & Particle Board Furniture. Currently, 
the focus is to start globally competitive supplier 
landscape on Metal and Wood (including Bamboo 
& natural fiber) categories for manufacturing home 
furnishing articles in India. 

In the past, he has been responsible for the textile 
business in India and thereafter he worked in the 
Global Supply Chain for Textiles, and was based in 
Sweden (Almhult) for almost 5 years.

Before joining IKEA, Sandeep was working as a 
Consultant specializing in India Entry Strategies for 
International companies entering the Indian Market. 

He believes in Sustainability as a pre-condition 
for creating business leadership. He has a firm belief 
that people ‘working together’ converts dreams into 
reality. 

Modern Woodwork: Congratulations for IKEA’s 

entry in Indian market. Indians who are well versed 

with IKEA worldwide were keen to have you in 

India because they know you offer good furniture, 

at good price, and also offer a unique purchasing 

experience. Please tell our readers what is your plan 

for opening IKEA stores in various Metros.

Sandeep Sanan: Our priority is to implement the IKEA 
concept as it is working in other countries and to build stand-
alone stores. Our stores will reach the many people with 
significant impact on logistics, employment, services and skill 
development. First store in Hyderabad in 2018,(40000 sq. mtrs) 
second in Mumbai. 

We will have 25 stores by 2030. IKEA in India has a plan 
for 10,500 crores investment in the long run. There will be an 
Investment of around Rs. 500-700 crores per store in India that 
require 500-700 co-workers in each store. The concept is Large 
store sizes - equivalent to 6-7 football fields.

Modern Woodwork: When a global leader enters a 

market, it has the potential to change the way the 

industry works in that region. Tell us more about the 

IKEA philosophy that drives its success.

Sandeep Sanan: IKEA believes in Sustainable business. 
IKEA strives to have a positive impact on people and the planet 
- the sustainability strategy is to be People & Planet Positive. 
Sustainability is reflected across the business - from our 
sourcing to the range. We will build sustainable stores with 
low energy and water usage. Together with our suppliers we 
constantly working on minimizing their environmental foot print 
and improving the working conditions  

IKEA foundation is working with community projects, mainly 
around children’s, empowerment of women and their health .

Next generation projects support social entrepreneurs to 
develop business and skills. 

Modern Woodwork: IKEA got the approval to set up 

retail chain in India in 2013.What kind of response 

you are receiving from India since then?

Sandeep Sanan: IKEA is here for the long term, we will be 
providing beautiful home furnishing solutions for the many 
people to make life at home easier. We along with our customers 
are looking forward to the opening of the first store in Hyderabad.
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Modern Woodwork:Can you share your plans to 
source the wooden products and furniture from 
Indian manufacturers? Do you have any specific 
strategies for vendor development?

Sandeep Sanan: Wood plan: We are working on developing 
new categories besides textiles with India as a manufacturing 
hub and have started mattress, sofas, furniture, appliances 
etc. Specifically for wood we are exploring use of locally 
available sustainable materials such as bamboo, rubber wood, 
banana barks, among others for our home furnishing offer. 
Working on sustainability we are working on FSC standards for 
suppliers. FSC is a voluntary certification system that provides 
internationally recognized standards, trademark assurance and 
accreditation to organizations, businesses and communities 
interested in responsible forestry management. 

We work with our suppliers as partners based on Openness 
and Trust with them. Real partnership is built on mutual respect, 
openness and trust, and believes that our partners have just as 
much to offer in terms of competence and ideas as we have 
internally.Our partners’ capabilities and knowledge are true 
assets, and critical to IKEA’s long-term development. Together 
with our partners we listen to the needs of the many and increase 
our understanding of customer’s needs and behaviours.

Modern Woodwork :Main readership of our publication 
Modern Woodwork consists of small, medium and 
big Furniture factories. There is a visible excitement 
in our readers and many of them look forward to be 
official vendors of IKEA. They would like to know the 
exact criteria which makes them qualified to become 
a IKEAvendor. 

Sandeep Sanan: We believe that IKEA partners are true 
entrepreneurs, who share our business model, our vision and 
values. This we call strategic fit. For more details log on to www.
ikea.com

Modern Woodwork :Today Indian Furniture Malls are 
full of mainly imported furniture. What can Indian 
customer expect to get  at IKEA stores as compared 
to these products?

Sandeep Sanan: It is our Promise to consumers: 
Well designed, functional and affordable products for the 
many people; Relevant products that mean something for 
everyone; a wide range of products at the most affordable 
price – “something for everyone”. 

Modern Woodwork: What is your opinion about the 
Indian  market in general  and regarding the furniture  
buying patterns of Indian customers in particular?

Sandeep Sanan: IKEA, the Euro 38.3 billion company and the 
world’s largest furniture retailer is different. Founded by Ingvar 
Kamprad in 1943, the company, with 1,94,000 employees and 
operations in 49 countries, prides itself in its long-term vision. 
Its flat packs and value-formoney quality furniture have been its 
USP for many decades. 

The retail market is always changing and challenging. Even 
as IKEA focuses on large-format stores we will also be setting 
up small retail stores in city centres. To meet the local customer 
needs we are looking at digital capabilities, including mobile-
based sales platforms. 

Customers world over are looking at quality and affordable 
products for their homes. IKEA provides all opportunities for 
functional products for the many people.

Modern Woodwork: India is a vast market and also 
there are lot of challenges like people are not used to 
DIY furniture - how will IKEA tackle the challenges of 
logistics and installations?

Modern Woodwork: How do you feel the buyers from 
Tier two cities will be able to avail IKEA products?

Sandeep Sanan: IKEA is for the many people, we believe 
our products are for all even with the thin wallets. There is 
something for everyone. 

We wish IKEA the grand success in all their endeavours in 
Indian market.

Sandeep Sanan: DIY is our model and we are proud 
pioneers of the Do it Yourself model. However we will 
provide support to customers for assembling the products 
in India. 



74

M
OD

ER
N 

W
OO

DW
OR

K 
FE

BR
UA

RY
 - 

AP
RI

L 
20

18
WOODWORKING 
AROUND THE GLOBE

WOODWORKING 
AROUND THE GLOBE 

ANEST IWATA   
LV Technology Spray 
Solution   

works by focusing air down the special 
slits in the fluid nozzle that direct air 
toward the center of the nozzle orifice. 
This change in direction also causes the 
air stream to speed up, meeting the fluid 

in the center of the tip where a powerful 
pulverization of the fluid occurs. This 
pulverization is the pre-atomizing step, 
which expends the paint stream four to 
five times that of the fluid opening, and 
it is now a mixture of air and paint rather 
than fluid only. This air and paint mixture 
is much easier for the main atomization 
to break up, resulting in lower gun 
operating pressures. The secondary air 
cap piercings then complete the main 
atomization.

ANEST IWATA’s patented LV (Low 
volume) Technology is the exciting new 
technology is a natural evolution in 
ANEST IWATA’s continuing commitment 
to providing the best spray solution.

This unique technology creates a 
double atomization process within the 
sprayed coatings. LV Technology 

JIANGXI BAMBOO 
DEVELOPMENT CO., 
LTD.
Bamboo products

residential, restaurant, hospitality, park 
and corporate environments and all 
manner of public spaces.  The product 
range covers high-quality and natural 
models such as bamboo flooring, 
bamboo decking, bamboo furniture 
( indoor & outdoor ), wall panel and 
bamboo decorated material.  

They are equipped with the modern 
and precise Homag production line, 
combined with the traditional craft. We 
manufacture every product of superb 
quality within the passed decade. They 
have acquired ISO9001/14001 standard, 
CE certification and FSC certification. 

Their products are exported with Japan 
F4 star and European E1 even E0 
standard.

Founded in 1998, located in the 
MOSO Bamboo forests country …. 
Chogyi, Jiangxi Province, China.  
Precious Bamboo is a company that 
specializes in Eco-friendly bamboo 
products manufacturing.  Precious 
Bamboo enjoys deep knowledge of 
bamboo material, abundant experiences 
in the usage of bamboo material, along 
with the professional equally suited for 
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EOZ WOODWORKING 
No-fuss Pocket Screw 
Joints

and stepped bit to bore steeply pitched, 
counter bored holes in one joint member. 
Then, drive a couple of self-tapping 
screws into these holes to draw the joint 
together. The result is a surprisingly 
strong, reinforced miter or butt joint that 
requires no glue. Once the screws are 
driven home, you’re finished.

Pocket screws are the fastest way 
anybody knows of to build face frames, 
and with a little creativity you can 
use them for most casework joinery- 
assembling backs to sides, building shelf 
panels from narrower stock, attaching 
edge banding or toe kicks, fastening 
hang strips… the list goes on.  Pocket 

screws are also great for other furniture 
applications, such as joining legs and 
aprons, sneaking screws into tight spots 
or fastening picture frame miters.

It’s not difficult to get started making 
pocket-hole joints. For example, the 
ultra-basic pocket-hole jig set shown 
here comes with everything you need to 
get started. The jig has hardened steel 
sleeves to reinforce the drill bit holes 
and a screw clamp to hold workpieces 
securely. You also get a stepped drill bit 
and stop collar, a 6” square drive bit and a 
handful of pan head screw. In three easy 
steps, you’ll be a pocket screw convert.

JIANGSU DAOU 
Decoration material

They are located in the Henglin 
Industrial Zone of Changzhou, Jiangsu 
Province with covering an area of 68000 
square meters (spread on 100 acres) 
and are having 200 workers. This was 
established in 2001 and is having export 
earnings of 15 Million US dollars. Daou 
Decoration Material Co., Ltd is a modern 
enterprise, which own R & D, production 
and sales together.  We specialize in 
producing Laminate Floor and Antistatic 
floor.

They have four whole automatic 
flooring production lines of HOMAG 

and HAOKAI from Germany. Their 
annual production capacity has reached 
10 million square meters.  They can 
produce many kinds of floor with variety 
of models such as embossed, U-grove, 
Synchronized, Waterproof, sound 
-absorbing. Their products are sold to 
more than 35 countries and regions. 

This is ISO9002 and ISO9001 
certified company and has obtained 
the title of National Inspection-free in 
quantity. They got the title of Export First 
Class Enterprise.

This is the Quick Way to Join Wood. 
Pocket screw joints are as sturdy as they 
are easy to make. You use a drilling jig 

DÖLLKEN
Aqua-Stop-Pen

Dollken manufactures aqua stop pen 

for Perfect joint sealing of edge banding.

The water and moisture in the 

kitchen and bathroom can no longer 

damage your wood-composite board  

as DÖllken AQUA-STOP-PEN that seals 

joints quickly and reliably. Just apply a 

thin layer of it and leave to dry for one 

minute and the joint becomes watertight.

Fine water vapour can cause 

adhesive joints to swell – board joints 

in particular provide the largest area for 

water to penetrate. This is not possible 

anymore because DÖllken AQUA-STOP-

PEN also provides enhanced protection 

against moisture penetration.

No dirt can get into the joint thanks 

to the tight seal. The treated surface is 

therefore easy to clean and aesthetically 

appealing.
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MORSETO
Wood biscuits

Kwang sung Press Plate specialize 
in manufacturing of press plates. The 
Press-Plate is an embossing Press-Plate 
essential to produce the melamine ( HPL) 
sheet, which shall be used for wooden 
furniture, kitchen furniture or interior 
decoration.  It can create an endlessly 
changing effect to furniture and interior 
decoration by making just some change 
on the surface depending on the kind of 
emboss.

Only 4 to 5 companies can produce 
specialized HPL (High Pressure 
Laminate) Plate in the world, and the 
company of Kwangsung Press-Plate is 
counted in among them.  The company 
has been  developing the most advanced 
technology for producing a collection 
of the products of new patters with 
new technology and is receiving a good 
response in terms of the prices or quality. 
Now the company exports more than the 
90% of the products to such various 
regions as China, India and Turkey.

KWANG SUNG TECH CO., LTD.
Press plates 

LOWER MINI MASTER
Simple Solution for 
sanding 

It you want to sand simple moldings, 

than you should have a look at the Lower 

Mini Master. This is competitive in price 

but high in performance, it comes with 

1 to 4 sanding rollers in 150 mm or 

300mm width. One optional feature of 

the machine is the sensor-controlled 

automatic dipping device that allows 

the sanding roller to dip down directly 

over the incoming work piece edge. The 

Benefits are that no sanding through of 

the primer or breaking of edges/Longer 

abrasive life

Another effective feature (also 

optional) is the feed belt interruption. It 

allows for a deeper setting of the sanding 

strip roller. Also there is sufficient 

pressure for sanding thin pieces –without 

the abrasives touching the feed belt.

The machine offers smoother work 

piece transport due to steady conveyor 

belt feed/Ideal for use in line due to 

constant height of through feed /Suitable 

for processing thin workpieces using 

and lightning-quick lead times.  Their 

facility is fully equipped for special size 

requests, last-minute orders, and quality 

assurance, are guaranteed. 

They are the first production 

company of wooden biscuits in Greece. 

They are also specialized in production of 

wooden dowels, wooden and aluminum 

legs for furniture, knobs and generally in 

furniture accessories and power tools.  

Their experience and excellent quality of 

products have earned the confidence of 

the customers in domestic and in foreign 

market as well.  
optional feed belt interruption feature 

/ optional dipping device for perfect 

incoming / outgoing edges / safe and 

clean due to complete encasement of 

machine.

Morseto has been manufacturing 

wood biscuits and wood dowel pins 

since 1979.  From its beginning as a 

small industry in Thessaloniki to its 

own facilities in Kalochori, Morseto has 

delivered quality, competitive pricing, 
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robotics engineers as a simple way for 
anyone to create complex carvings. 
From custom signs, detailed reliefs for 
mantles and cabinetry to sophisticated 
friezes and extravagant works of art. With 
this compact machine, you can make 
furniture to accent your entire house! 
Wine cabinets, patio chairs, cigar and 
jewelry boxes, desks, and tables. The 
list goes on and on with this amazing 
machine and it’s endless possibilities. 

The CarveWright has an onboard 
computer that makes using the machine 
quick and easy. Projects created using 
the CarveWright Project Designer 
software are saved to a special memory 
card that slides right into the machine. 
An onboard LCD display provides step-

by-step instruction to move effortlessly 
through projects as precision sensors 
automatically measure the workpiece 
and detect the position of the bit.

The CarveWright has a patented 
rising head and feed through 
configuration allowing it to handle work 
pieces up to 14.5” wide, 5” thick and 
essentially any length desired while being 
small enough to fit on a desk!You don’t 
have to be a master craftsman. Anyone 
can understand the simple, point-and-
click format of the CarveWright Project 
Designer software. The software has 
the power of a complex CAD package, 
but the ease of use of a paint program. 
It was created to suit any project 
and any level of expertise.

CARVEWRIGHT
CNC carving to Create 
any Design 

The CarveWright™ Woodworking 
System was developed by NASA 

OSMAN MACHINERY 
EQUIPMENT CO.
UV Coating Machinery

Osman Machinery Equipment., Ltd. is 
a professional enterprise integrated with 
design, R & D and manufacture of coating 
equipment as well as UV equipment and 
IR ( infrared rays ) equipment. They also 
produce also compete set of automation 
equipment and environmental protection 

equipment.
At present, their product catalog 

covers dozens of various products which 

are widely used by many industries, 
such as plastic spraying, shoe materials, 
glass ware, adhesives and glues, optical 
fiber, vacuum plating, UV and water 
transfer printing and have been favorable 
received by the clients.  

The company is ISO9001:2008 
for Quality Management System 
Certification. The company values 
integrity, down-to-earth attitude, 
innovation and development. 

PRECISION CASEWERK 
It’s About Time ... Your Time !

Start saving time and eliminate mistakes. This assures perfect hardware 
alignment every time. Simply position sliding guides along inch / metric scales 
tighten thumbscrews and drill away!

Today’s cabinetmaker can’t afford wasted labor making jigs or measuring by 
hand, especially with ever changing hardware sizes. True Position is so versatile that 
you will never have to make another jig.

TP-1934 is the only fully adjustable jig that installs knobs & handles on doors 
and drawer fronts of any size. For hardware longer than 12 ½”, attach drilling 
extensions to the TP-1934 and drill up to 31”.

With TP- 1935, you can do Line Boring also. Now it’s easy to drill shelf holes on 
the job site. Attach drilling extensions to the TP-1934 and drill front and back shelf 
holes on any size of cabinet in seconds. A handy removable stop is included for 
drilling side panels before cabinet assembly in the shop. Bushings available in 5mm 
or ¼” replaceable hardened steel.
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stairs, doors, window frames, teak decks, 
countertops, interior, vehicle interior etc.  
as easy as 1,2,3.Measure and create 
your dxf drawing in only minutes with an 
accuracy of o,5mm !

The Proliner principle is very simple 
by measuring with a wire.  The Proliner 
has measuring head that can be rotated 
in every direction and has wire that can 
be stretched out for several meters.  At 
the end of the wire is a metal measuring 
pen. With this measuring pen you can 
simply mark the relevant points. 

These points are directly translated 

into a digital DXF CAD file.  With the 
Proliner you can measure straight, 
curved of very complex shapes in an 
instant with an accuracy of 0.5mm. You 
can measure any object in horizontal, 
vertical or slanting position. The digital 
drawing connects directly to any CNC- 
machine or plotter and your production 
run in only a couple of minutes.  

This is compact, durable and easy to 
take / Easy to use by a single perso. One 
can complete more jobs per day with 
one person and drawing work is done 
without making errors.

PROLINER 
Best measuring solution 
in the wood

RUK TECHNOLOGY 
CO. LTD.
Industrial laser cutting 
system

Ningbo RUK Technology Co., Ltd. 
is a high-tech enterprise engaging in 
industrial automation system, equipment 
and related spare parts, as well as its full 
set of program’s R & D, manufacturing, 
sales and service as a whole.

They also have cooperation in 
program’s R & D with well-known 
university domestic and overseas, 
especially bringing in Europe’s 

Technology and experts. They have 
independently researched and developed 
CAD/CAM integrated Digital Laser cutting 
system, as well as controller and driving 
demanded in automation field. Products 
are widely applied in many industries like 
leather, shoes, apparel, bag, packaging, 
plastic flexible material, ISO 9001 quality 

management system, and have won 
certification authority domestic and 
overseas.

RJMCC series flexible material 
cutting system avoids traditional 
industry’s shortage of production: 
long cycle of die mold Customization, 
replaces inconvenient, high cost of die 
sinking. This machine works without 
die mold, replace the die mold and 
manual cutting, solve the problem 
of manual cutting precision, material 
waste, low production efficiency, etc. 
(one machine’s production efficiency is 
approximate equal to 3 manpower)

TREGARNE 
WOODWELDER
Weld Glue Joints in 
Seconds

a pair of triode valves. The R. F. is then 

modified to 27 megahertz and passed 

down the coaxial cable to the handgun. 

The electrodes or the handgun are placed 

over the glue line and when the trigger on 

the handgun is activated the radio waves 

pass into the glue line. The Radio waves 

vibrate the water molecules in the glue, 

this vibration causes heat and the heat 

sets off the glue, all within 5 seconds, 

Simplicity in itself!

It improves Production, improves 

quality, cures glue in seconds: 

The Tregarne Woodwelder has been 

used in the woodworking industry for 

over 30 years. The R.F. (Radio Frequency) 

generator produces radio waves, via 

With the Proliner you can digitize your 
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dirty solvent into clean. The residue 
produced by the distilling process 
solidifies in the tank’s specially designed 
liner for safe and easy disposal.

This Reduce Solvent Purchases By 
Up to 90%, reduce hazardous waste, 
recycle dirty solvent, it easily connects 
to any Turbinaire Spray Gun washing 
system

Vacuum Kit draws vapors into 
condenser during distillation process, 
and then transfers clean solvent into a 
reservoir – see back page.  Reservoir is 
equipped with a manual valve for easy 
dispensing of clean 

Solvent.  Absolutely necessary for 
distilling chlorinated solvents, grease 
removers, and other solvents with vapors 
heavier than air, otherwise can be used 
to reduce distilling temperatures and 
accelerate cycle time when distilling any 

solvent.

Spray Gun washer
Turbinaire Gun Washing Systems are 

the cleanest, safest and most practical, 
cost-effective way to clean your spray 
guns. The stainless steel wash basin is 
equipped with multiple spray nozzles to 
ensure thorough cleaning of guns and 
paint cups. The automatic cycle cleans 
up to two guns simultaneously.

All Gun Washing Systems are 
equipped with a ventilation system that 
can be connected to an exhaust duct 
to remove harmful vapors from the 
work area. They manufacture manual 
and automatic gun washers that reduce 
solvent consumption for gun cleaning. 
It cleans spray guns faster, easier and 
eliminates harmful vapors

Keeping your spray guns clean has 
never been so quick and easy!

TSR TURBINAIRE
Solvent Recyclers 

VACUPRESS
Vacuum technology

Vacuum Pressing Systems offers two 
types of laminating systems. The “bag” 
system that completely envelops the 
work and the “frame” system with a 
hinged lid the drops down over the panel 
being pressed.

Once you have used the VacuPress 
you will agree that there isn’t a better 
way to veneer curved shapes. Gone 
are the frustrating hours of trying to 
perfectly mate male and female forms 
and striving to wrap shaped pieces with 
veneer.  For curved work the VacuPress 
bag system is used in two ways. With 
the “inner technique”, the form and 
laminations are slid into the bag. With the 
“outer technique,” only the laminations 
are placed inside the bag. The form 
stays outside. This second technique is 
commonly used when the form is too 
large to practically go inside the bag. You 
bring the laminations to the shape of the 
form and the VacuPress clamps all the 

The principles of vacuum technology 
are simple. Atmospheric pressure is very 
heavy-we have over a ton per square foot 
pressing upon us at sea level. Luckily, 
we have an equal amount of internal 
pressure to keep us from being crushed. 
When the air molecules are removed 
from a container even in small amounts-
atmospheric pressure immediately 
becomes evident.

When air is removed from a closed 
vacuum bag containing a veneering 
project, two things happen. First, as the 
vacuum is created, atmospheric pressure 
bears down on the work inside the bag 
with perfect uniformity and enormous 
pressure. Second, as air is drawn out of 
the cells in the surface structure of the 
wood, glue is sucked into these cells. The 
results are dependable and consistent. 

laminations to each other, eliminating all 
but a few clamps.

BAG SYSTEM is used for Flat 
veneered panels, curved doors, arched 
jams, shaped parts, cylinders, spiral 
staircases. When it comes to veneering 
and forming, no other method has the 
versatility of a bag system. These tough, 
flexible bags will conform to almost 
any shape. When the pressing process 
is finished, just roll up the bag and put 
the VacuPress away. Designed for easy 
compact storage, the bag system is a 
must for the space conscious shop.

Turbinaire Solvent Recycling 
Systems are the cleanest, Safest and 
most practical, cost-effective way 
to recover dirty solvent. Through a 
distilling process, the TSR separates the 
contaminants from the solvents, turning 
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NEWS UPDATES

After the editions 2014 and 2016 XIA-Xylexpo Innovation Awards come back also 
this year, an initiative that had created much curiosity and interest. The success 
convinced the organizers to repeat the initiative, exclusively for exhibitors, based 
on innovation in the technical sense, element of great value for Xylexpo.

XIA-XYLEXPO INNOVATION AWARDS 2018

Xylexpo 2018 is announcing the third edition of XIA-XYLEXPO 
INNOVATION AWARDS.

01) The award is dedicated to Innovation, i.e. to all initiatives 
deployed by Xylexpo 2018 exhibitors to improve a technology. To 
represent the entire spectrum of solutions exhibited at Xylexpo 
2018, the award will include four categories: Primary Processing 
and Solid Wood Processing, Panel Processing, Tools, Coating/
Finishing.

02) Candidates shall fill out a registration form and provide the 
award secretariat with all kinds of supporting documentation 
(pictures, photos, videos, texts, animations, renderings), with a 
concise presentation of the added values of their nomination, as 
well as a company profile, indicating the category they want to 
run in.

Such information will be confidential and accessible only to the 
award management team and the jury (who will receive them from 
the secretariat), whereby Acimall guarantees such confidentiality.

03) The final deadline to submit nominations and send 
documentation is March 15, 2018.

04) Jury selection. The organizers will appoint five representatives 
of research institutes, universities and training centers as jury 
members, people with an established reputation and impartial 
approach. Such selection shall guarantee that all three award 
categories are covered by qualified engineers in the respective 
domain.

05) Within April 15, 2018, the jury will select 10 nominations for 
each category among all candidates. The selected innovations 
will be featured in the media campaign and in Xylexpo visitor 

XIA-XYLEXPO Innovation Awards 
Come Back

communications. The selected companies will be informed 

to appoint a contact person for the jury, to provide additional 

information and details.

On the first day of Xylexpo, the selected companies will receive a 

badge to inform all visitors that they are standing before a finalist 

of the Xylexpo Innovation Awards 2018. In case one or more 

nominated products/solutions are not on display, the selected 

company will be excluded from the award.

06) The jury shall meet in Milan in the morning of May, Monday 

7 and Tuesday 8, 2018, first day of Xylexpo, to examine all 

the selected innovations on display and ask for more details if 

required. The jury may ask to have additional information from 

the technical staff of the candidate company (all companies will 

be notified so that they are available when the jury visit their 

stand).

07) Voting procedure. Each jury member shall assign a score (3, 

2 and 1 point) to three candidates for each award category; the 

sum of scores results into a final ranking and indicates the top-

three positions in each category.

08) The awarding ceremony will be hosted during Xylexpo 2018, 

at the exhibitors and media gala evening, on Wednesday, May 9, 

2018 in a dedicated area inside the fairgrounds.

The award secretariat is available to give more information to 

Xylexpo visitors who are considering to submit their nomination.



M
OD

ER
N 

W
OO

DW
OR

K 
M

AY
 - 

JU
LY

 2
01

7

81



82

M
OD

ER
N 

W
OO

DW
OR

K 
FE

BR
UA

RY
 - 

AP
RI

L 
20

18

Materia Exhibition “Material 
solutions” in Shanghai

Materials of the Future

Materia presents the interior of the future, which calls for 

comfort, natural materials, betterinsulation, acoustic value, 

and most importantly sustainability. Regarding sustainability - 

woods, bamboo, and other bio sources have been immensely 

popular dueto their natural characteristicsand safe use 

forthe environment.Now, materialscreated from agricultural 

byproducts, recycled industrial waste,algae,and fungiare also 

popular for their dedication to a greener, eco-savvy world.

The performance of metals, glass, ceramics, and plastics 

arealready familiar to the industry; however 2017 advances 

have made these materials perform even better than in the past.

Forinstance,by becomingmore lightweight and yet remaining 

extremely durable.

Thanks to these types oftechnological developments, the 

materials presented this coming year at the DOMOTEX asia/

CHINAFLOOR exhibitionwill not only be for flooring, but also 

for walls, furniture, cabinets, doors, sunshade and even types 

of façades. Materiawill also showcase specialty items, such 

aswooden textiles, olive tree leaf tanned leather, acoustic felt, 

recycled leather walls, luxurious water hyacinth wallpaper and 

more. In short, you cannot miss this opportunity tovisit“Material 

Solutions” during DOMOTEXasia/CHINAFLOOR in Shanghai.

Register forDOMOTEX asia/CHINAFLOOR 2018 via 

http://www.domotexasiachinafloor.com/

About Materia

Materia is the leading global network in the field of innovative 

materials. Materia stimulates innovation for a better, more 

sustainable and high-quality built environment. With a collection 

of more than 2,600 materials, Materia connects creative 

professionals with the industry via Materia.nl, international 

exhibitions, lectures, and the biennial Material Xperienceevent. 

Formore information, visit https://materia.nl/andhttp://

materialxperience.com/ or call +31 (0) 20 713 0650.

For more information about the show visit 

www.domotexasiachinafloor.com

Your contact for further information:

Mrs. Lida Kokkini - VNU Exhibitions Asia

Tel: +86 21 61956039

Fax: +86 21 61956099

Email: lida.kokkini@vnuexhibitions.com.cn

About DOMOTEX Worldwide: 

DOMOTEX HANNOVER (January 12-15, 2018) is the 
world’s leading floor covering trade show. Deutsche Messe AG 
Hannover organizes the show.

DOMOTEX asia/CHINAFLOOR (March 20-22, 2018 
in Shanghai) is the largest international flooring show in the 
Asia-Pacific region.  VNU Exhibitions Asia, Build Your Dream 
and Hannover Milano Fairs Shanghai, a subsidiary of Deutsche 
Messe, jointly organize the show.

DOMOTEX Turkey (April 24-27, 2018 inGaziantep) 
serves the Turkish and Middle Eastern markets.  Hannover 
Messe International Istanbul, a subsidiary of Deutsche Messe, 
organizes the show.

NEWS UPDATES

During DOMOTEXasia/CHINAFLOOR, March 20th to 22nd in Shanghai, Materia 
will present the “Material Solutions” exhibition. The theme of this exhibition is 
“diversity”- the presentation of a diverse lineup of 300+ innovative materials for 
building interiors.



M
OD

ER
N 

W
OO

DW
OR

K 
M

AY
 - 

JU
LY

 2
01

7

83



84

M
OD

ER
N 

W
OO

DW
OR

K 
FE

BR
UA

RY
 - 

AP
RI

L 
20

18
EXHIBITION 
PREVIEW: 
XYLEXPO 2018

XYLEXPO 2018: Milan, May 8-12, 2018 
Fieramilano, Rho Fairgrounds

2016 edition figures

•	 441 exhibitors, 122 from abroad
•	 29,189 net square meters
•	 17,415 unique visitors, 14.2% 

more than in 2014
•	 29.1% share of international 

visitors

Halls 1 - 3

Machinery, accessories and tools for 
the furniture industry, especially for 
panel processing, machinery for surface 
finishing and related products, hardware 
and fittings, semi-finished materials and

The fieramilano exhibition halls

Promotion for Italian visitors

•	 Multiple mailings of the printed 
brochure to a database of potential 
visitors including 40,000 contacts

•	 Entrance ticket mailed to visitors of 
the previous twoeditions

•	 Newsletter and direct mailing to 
a database of potential visitors 
including 26,000 units

•	 Distribution of press releases to a 
media database

•	 xylexpo.com and 
communication on social 
networks (Facebook, 

accessories for the furniture industry 

Hall 2
Machinery, accessories and tools for 
solid wood processing, semifinished 
solid wood products, hardware and 
fittings

Hall 4

Forest machinery, vehicles and 
equipment. Machinery, accessories and 
tools for rimary wood processing, timber. 
Technology for construction timber, 
design and engineering, construction
materials and products. 
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Linkedin and Twitter)
•	 Telemarketing on a selected database including 10,000 contacts
•	 Campaign on daily press, industry media, websites
•	 Radio campaign
•	 Outdoor campaign

Promotion for international visitors

•	 Promotion network including 50 foreign offices (ICE, Chambers of Commerce, 
local agencies)

•	 xylexpo.com and communications on social networks (Facebook, Linkedin and 
Twitter)

•	 Campaign on industry media and websites
•	 Multiple mailings of the printed brochure to a database of potential visitors 

including 30,000 contacts

•	 Distribution of advertising materials 
at major international exhibitions

•	 Newsletter and direct mailing to 
a database of potential visitors 
including 40,000 units

•	 Distribution of press releases to a 
media database

ICE special programm

•	 Advertising campaign in 
international magazines

•	 Web campaign
•	 Incoming program
•	 International roadshow

Origin of international visitors

Why Xylexpo 2018

Tradition: This year Xylexpo is 
celebrating its 50° anniversary

Satisfaction: In 2016, 86% of 
exhibitors were satisfied with the 
number of visitors and quality of the 
event

Relevance: Xylexpo is included in 
the Italian plan for trade fair promotion 
and is supported by Mise (Italian 
Ministry of Economic Development
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 Modern Woodwork for -
	         Rs.	            US$
	         S + C 
1 year -	   80+220=300   25US$
2 year -	 160+340=500   45US$
3 year -	 240+460=700   70US$
Subscription+Courier Charges

SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM

Please markyour requirement and mail to

Do You Wish To......

SUBSCRIBE
TO

Be Better Informed
Update Yourself
Go Straight at Source
Stay Ahead of Competition

HurryUp

Aparna Publications
Publication Office at Pune

109, R-SQUARE, Survey No.-116/7/1,
Near Mai Mangeshkar Hospital, 

Warje, Pune 411058, India
Mob: + 91 9595009510 / +91 9552847079
E-mail: info@modernwoodworkindia.com

                  editor@modernwoodworkindia.com

Bank Transfer Details available on website:

www.modernwoodworkindia.com

YES/ I Want to subscribe / Renew subscription to

I am enclosing
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Date________________drawn on___________

(Specify Bank) Favouring Aparna Publications

(Payable at Pune) for Rs 300/-, 500/-, 700/-

(Add Rs. 25 for outstation Cheques)

Name of Contact Person__________________________

Name of Company_______________________________
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________________________________________________

________________________________________________
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www.thewoodportal.com
INFORMATION 
HUB FOR THE 
GLOBAL WOOD 
INDUSTRY

www.thewoodportal.com is a one-of-its-kind online publishing platform for woodworking. it offers 
a nontrade, informational and news sharing platform to readers worldwide at no cost. On The Wood 
Portal, you will find articles, news, event listing, exclusive event coverage, interviews, video TechTalks, 
video demos of equipment, etc.

www.thewoodportal.com
For details about advertising with us, write to shanti@thewoodportal.com
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RNI NO. MAHENG/2000/02077

CUSTOMER 
COMPLAINTS

DELAYED 
DISPATCHES

DEFECTS CAUSING 
REWORK

RISING LABOUR 
COSTS

OVERTIME

We undertake the Manufacturing Process Audit  of 
Furniture factories to overcome these problems and to 

boost profitability 

ARE YOU FACING SIMILAR PROBLEMS 
AT YOUR FURNITURE FACTORY? 

WE CAN HELP
Manufacturing Process Audit is as important 
as Financial Audit for any Furniture factory.
Manufacturing Process Audit means a 
systematic study of each and every work 
done, whether it is small or big work, that 
is done in the process of the manufacturing 
of the furniture. This audit highlights the 
serious issues on the factory floor and 
suggests the way to optimize the working.

We Provide Consultancy to Make Beautiful Furniture

shanti@woodconconsultants.com / www.woodconconsultants.com


